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Sri Lanka

An easy introduction 
 to the subcontinent



18   World Traveller   

expert CheCk In

Q Montenegro seems to be on the 
up, what can I expect there?

A This is a very apt question, as having 
only just returned from this stunning 

destination – a small jewel literally pinned 
against the mountains cascading into the 
Mediterranean – I’ve got lots to share. 
Montenegro offers an amazing opportunity 
to explore a whole variety of landscapes 
in one small space. Originally part of 
Yugoslavia, then Serbia and now having 
gained its independence, Montenegro has 
worked hard to truly embrace its location, 
natural wonder and history. 

Previously, you had to fly via Istanbul, 
Rome or Zurich, but from this month 
onwards, flydubai are launching direct 
flights to Tivat – meaning you can escape 
the summer heat and be in the beautiful 
breeze of the Mediterranean in less than 
six hours. 

My trip started in the compact capital 
of Podgoricia which although small, is 
a fantastic jumping off point to explore 

the north of the country. Staying at the 
Centreville Hotel – a trendy laidback 
abode – I was perfectly placed for a stroll 
in the open boulevards, taking in the old 
Ottoman city and relaxing with a coffee in 
one of the many street cafés. Interestingly, 
most people will feel a tad short here 
as Montenegro has the second tallest 
population in the world. 

Leaving the capital, get ready to see 
some of the most beautiful untouched 
vistas you’ll ever come across. Mountains 
where brown bears still reside, huge blue 
lakes including Lake Skadar – the largest 
in Southern Europe – and the Tara River 
Canyon in the UNESCO Durmitor National 
Park, the deepest canyon in Europe. All of 
this is untouched.

Just under two hours from the city, you’ll 
come across the beautiful Italian-esque 
costal towns of Bar and Budva, each with 
their own unique character and history,  
Bar is home to the oldest olive tree in 
the world. On the road towards the Bay 

of Kotor, you’ll pass the luxurious Aman 
Sveti Stefan resort, an island resort that’s 
truly out of this world. The Splendid Hotel, 
used as the Casino Royale in the James 
Bond flick, and the new development of 
Porto Montenegro in Tivat, now home to 
some of the most luxurious super yachts 
in the world, are also on the radar. Finally, 
the Regent Hotel – with its amazing 
spa and comfortable suites overlooking 
the glistening sea – is a great pick. The 
ambience here is very laid back with great 
cafes, shops and restaurants including 
Byblos, an authentic Lebanese restaurant 
with shisha if you want a taste of home. 
Charter a yacht to enjoy the view from 
the sea, or take a helicopter tour along 
the coast and up to Dubrovnik in Croatia, 
which you might recognise as King’s 
Landing from Game of Thrones. My best  
advice: go now before too many people 
discover this shining jewel. For trips to 
Montenegro and more, log on to dnatatravel.com, 
visit one of our stores or call +971 800 dnata.
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